Our Old Boys

In this edition
To our HBHS whānau

,

Welcome to the Term 3 edition of the High Achiever, our newsletter
that celebrates the successes of all of our high achievers. In a year
that has become known for everything that has been taken away, we
decided this term that our focus would be on all of the wonderful
things that have happened, in our classrooms, on the stage, on
the sports fields and courts, and out in the community. One of the
easiest decisions to make this term was the cover, and there was
no way we were going to let our Deputy Headmaster, Mr Stuart
Hakeney, leave us without paying tribute to his immense contribution
to our school. The Te Reo on the cover, courtesy of Matua Toti West,
translates as...
Dear rae-mōtuhi (industrious person), may peace be widespread, may
the sea glisten like greenstone, and may the shimmer of light guide
you on your way.
We ranged far and wide to fill our pages and we very much hope you
enjoy our coverage of what is becoming the new normal at HBHS.
Arohanui
wmoffitt@hbhs.school.nz
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HBHS FOUNDATION

SUPPORTERS CLUB SHOUT OUT

“Connecting Old Boys with the future of HBHS”

Great things happen when great people join in. A new initiative in
2020 has been the development of the Supporters Club which is
made up of companies and individuals who commit to our Foundation
events in advance and underpin our success in doing so.
If you’re looking for help in any of these key industries we urge you to
support our supporters club in the way they do our HBHS Foundation.

FLEXIBILITY IS THE FOCUS FOR FRIEND RAISING
AND FUNDRAISING IN 2020
The HBHS Foundation was lucky to squeeze in the Annual Golf Day
this year but the Luncheon, now Dinner, event has taken on a new life
three times over with COVID-19 related postponements.
Now set for Friday the 30th of October 2020 at the Wintec Atrium
we’ve got everything crossed for the successful presentation of the
BIGGEST EVER event.

Above: A very grateful HBHS staff line up to partake of the Parents’
Association Morning tea. This wonderful gesture of appreciation by
our Parents’ Association is guaranteed to fill the Staff Room (pre-AlertLevel-2) and we would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our
parents for their generous contributions in making our day during the
winter term so much brighter.

We’re delighted to welcome Scott “Razor” Robertson as our guest for
the evening and look forward to hearing Nigel Yalden interview him
in the on-the-couch segment. Razor has an incredible winning record
and a unique style which I am sure will make for an entertaining
evening.

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED IN THE HBHS OLD
BOYS FOUNDATION
● Update your details on the Old Boys database http://oldboys.hbhs.
school.nz/
● Like us on Facebook or Linkedin
● Go to our page on the HBHS Website and see what more is on offer
https://www.hbhs.school.nz/foundation/

We couldn’t have made this late replacement happen without the
support of Schick Civil Construction and Essential Talent. We’re lucky
to have some great companies in our Supporters Club and the team at
Schick are among the best.
If you’re keen to get in amongst it, this event is not just for Old Boys,
all of the wider HBHS family and community are welcome. There are
a few seats available due to the date change so please contact us at
foundation@hbhs.school.nz if you’re interested.
Ticket prices are $1490 for a table of ten, or $149 for an individual
ticket. The ticket price covers a three-course dinner, including beer
and wine, as well as auctions and entertainment.

Above: The revised Winter Tournament format for 2020 meant that our
Junior teams were involved for the first time at Super 8 level, and HBHS
hosted the Junior Basketball competition. Check out our Tournament
round-up on pages 8 and 9. Below: It’s always a wonderful way to finish
Term 3 off, and the weather obliged, allowing our Staff versus Prefects
Football match to be played in glorious spring sunshine. A full time draw
means the Staff retain the prestigious golden boot.

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TRADE
AND TERTIARY OPEN IN AUGUST FOR 2020
LEAVERS
The Foundation Trade and Tertiary Scholarships are available to Year
12 or Year 13 Leavers who have demonstrated an interest in the
wider HBHS community and who have had an excellent record of
achievement in their areas of interest at HBHS.
Applications are open NOW. Senior students will be reminded to
make an application but further information is available on the
Foundation tab of the HBHS Website.

Below: Old Boys Jonty Keaney, Leo Mitai-Wells and Nic Woods in International
hockey action against Japan.

CONTACT THE FOUNDATION
The Foundation office is located in the HBHS Library building at the
end closest to the Pavilion. Operating 20 hours a week, you’ll find the
doors open Monday - Thursday. All Old Boys are welcome to visit,
check out old yearbooks or just to drop in and say hi.
Ali Lennan
Contact: alennan@hbhs.school.nz
Tel: 07 583 0440 extn 2408
or 021 909 981
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Message from the Headmaster
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Thank you for your care and support through the ten weeks we have shared
in Term Three. We have so much for which to feel grateful through this
time; although in Alert Level 2 for several weeks, we have been able to enjoy
a winter sports season, our cultural activities continued, all students have been able to learn
at school throughout, and we have just returned to normal routines after eight days of Senior
Preliminary examinations. And this week, we can celebrate our return to Alert Level 1, a symbol of
success in the continuing challenge of minimising the impact of COVID-19 in New Zealand.
A lovely excerpt from the writing of the author of Little House on the Prairie, Laura Ingalls Wilder,
expresses the reality of what should, and indeed must, be our approach to this unique year which
we are sharing: “As the years pass, I am coming more and more to understand that it is the
common, everyday blessings of our common, everyday lives, for which we should be particularly
grateful. They are the things that fill our lives with comfort and our hearts with gladness - just the
pure air to breathe and the strength to breathe it; just warmth and shelter and home folks; just
plain food that gives us strength; the bright sunshine on a cold day; and a cool breeze when the
day is warm.”
The truth of these words has never been so important as it has been in 2020. We are grateful
to be able to spend our days in our normal routines, with classes, meetings, sports and music
practices, the sight of boys enjoying the freedom of relaxing through interval and lunch, and even
a world where a few young men are still able to accept the consequences for not living up to
expectations, and I can share good humoured and respectful discussions with them on a Saturday
detention. We are grateful, in fact, for the “common everyday blessings of our common, everyday
lives”. And it is in this that we can learn a lesson for our future. We have, in 2020, experienced
the reality that what we take for granted can be taken away. And we have recognised that what
we take for granted, without thought or reflection, is in fact precious.

Term 4 Events
School Starts
Monday 12 October
CIE Examinations begin
Wednesday 14 October
House Singing
Wednesday 14 October
Mufti Day: Air Ambulance
Thursday 15 October
William MacErlich Memorial Match
Thursday 15 October
Elite Sports & Cultural Team Photos
Friday 16 October
Māori & Pasifika Awards
Evening
Tuesday 20 October 6 - 8pm
Art Exhibition
Thursday 22 October 5 - 7pm
Music & Arts Awards Evening
Thursday 22 October 6 - 8pm
Labour Day
Monday 26 October
Sports Awards Evening
Thursday 29 October 6 - 8pm
Argyle House Leavers’ Dinner
Friday 30 October 6 - 8pm

In this edition of our newsletter, we see the strength of the young men of our world, carrying on
with the many, varied activities which are part of a wonderful year, in spite of the setbacks and
uncertainty we have faced. I congratulate our students, and I offer my very sincere thanks to our
Prefects and to our Lion Mentors. The leadership shown by Hunter, the Senior Leadership team
and the Prefects, has ensured a successful term for all. And the support given by the Lion group
has made the term a happy, secure one for the school. As you hear me say so often, when I am
asked what makes our school so special, it is the boys.

Argyle House Prize Giving
Sunday 1 November 6 - 8pm

And the young men of the school are in turn, so well cared for by our amazing staff. In adversity,
we see our strength, and our staff, both teaching and nonteaching, have certainly been strong
this year; through all Alert levels, staff have been there for the students. In coaching, supporting,
teaching, and just in caring through tough times, the young men of our world have been very well
served.

Senior Prize Giving
Wednesday 11 November

I offer a special thank you to Mr Stuart Hakeney, who leaves us at the end of term, to take up his
role as Rector of Lindisfarne College in Hastings. We will miss his contribution, his friendship, and
his love of the school. Lindisfarne is fortunate to have him as their leader into the future, and we
wish him every future success and happiness.
My very best wishes to all in our school community. The year is now passing so quickly, and we
will soon begin to share our events of celebration, and of farewell. So, before we do, take time to
pause, over the next few weeks, and recognise the challenges, and the rewards, which we have
shared through the first three terms. And allow your “hearts to fill with gladness”, as Wilder so
aptly advised. Thank you for all that you continue to do for the school - it is cherished and it is
important.
Ngā mihi nui
Susan Hassall
HEADMASTER

Year 9 & 10 Examinations
Mon 2 - Thurs 5 November
Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner
Wednesday 4 November

NCEA Examinations begin
Monday 16 November
Service Work Day
Monday 16 November
Year 8 Whānau Evening
Thursday 19 November
Grandparents’ Morning
Tuesday 24 November
Mufti Day: Charity Day
Thursday 26 November
Night of the Notables
Thursday 26 November
Year 9 & 10 Activities
Tues 1 - Thurs 3 December
Year 9 & 10 Prize Giving
Friday 4 December

Peachgrove Road, Private Bag 3201, Hamilton 3240 > Telephone (07) 853 0440 > Fax (07) 853 0433

Aotearoa Studies
A

otearoa Studies is a new subject to
Hamilton Boys’ High School. The core
purpose of the subject is to empower
a sense of bi-cultural identity and develop
confidence and competence of students in
Māori language and cultural contexts.
On Monday the 7th of September, the Term
3 intake of students enjoyed participating in
a pōwhiri scenario to put their new found
skills to the test. The Māori Performing
Arts class and Hamilton Girls’ High students
added great value with their weaponry
demonstration and karanga (traditional
female call).
A highlight of the event is witnessing
students venture outside of their comfort
zone to present the whaikōrero (traditional
oratory). Students from diverse backgrounds
represented their class with pride as
they exchanged words in a safe learning
environment.

Above: The Māori Performing Arts class do a superb job with their haka, challenging the visiting
Year 9 class.

By Matua Toti West

Liam Parry (above) and Hunter Adams (below)
confidently present the whaikōrero.
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Above: Hunter accepts the taki from Marcus Wilson-Rangitaawa. Below: Marewa Samson and
Amokura Turoa welcome the students with karenga.

www.hbhs.school.nz

Special Feature
On Monday the 3rd of August, a select
group of HBHS Student Leaders had the
incredible opportunity to sit down with
only the second All Black to earn 100 test
caps, Samoan born and New Zealand raised
utility back, Mils Muliaina. We sat down
with Junior Leaders Iotia Teokotai and Dante
Devoe to find out what lessons they took
from this very special session.

M

ils began with his story, and he did not
stint on the tougher details. He moved
to New Zealand from Samoa at the age
of two and found himself at the bottom of
the South Island in Invercargill. Money was
tight, with 6 brothers and a sister to take care
of, and when Mils was 9 his parents split up.
He attended Invercargill Boys’ High School
and as a older student would find himself at
parties where fights would inevitably break
out. Eventually he was arrested and charged
with assault, and as a Year 12 student would
make the move north to Auckland. The
coach of the Invercargill 1st XV sent him on
his way with the message that he was never
going to make it. Fortunately, Mils paid no
attention. He worked off his community
service at Kelston Boys’ High School, and in
this new environment, his career surged. He
made the New Zealand Secondary Schools
Touch team that year, and as a Year 13 was
signed with the Blues. Mils was quick to
make the point that life in a Super Rugby
team is not too dissimilar to life at school.
Players arrived at 9am, had classes in the
morning, then hit the weights prior to lunch.
The afternoon was for putting all of this
knowledge into practice. Mils’s approach
certainly explained his longevity in the sport,
as his philosophy was once you’ve made
it, you don’t relax, you go harder. Even in
the off-season he would only allow himself
two weeks before he would get back into
pre-season training, knowing that when he
rejoined the team he would be “pounded”.
Post-rugby career, Mils thought about being
a chiropractor, after having experienced his
best ever year in 2010 when he was treated
by Dame Valerie Adams’s chiropractor. He
did a year’s training, then had a one-off show
for Sky Sports, which he didn’t really enjoy.
His response to a second show was to hugely
over-prepare and it was the best thing he
ever did. He signed a three year contract and
now also owns a mortgage advisory business.
Mils could not speak highly enough of

over-preparing, it is the best feeling knowing
that every contingency is taken care of. He
also advised the boys to have other options
up your sleeve as you can’t bank on being
a professional sportsman. You are only
one injury or a better player away from
redundancy, and the average Super Rugby
career lasts for 3 years. There are a lot of
other years where you will need something
else to do, with most players retired by the
end of their twenties. Mils was fortunate in
that he was able to keep playing until he was
36, but that was very much down to hard
work and careful self-management.
In the course of his career, Mils played rugby

in Japan, the U.S.A. and Ireland, but no place
compares to New Zealand. Everything is
simply done better here and we have access
to all of the experts. His final message to the
boys was a powerful one. Your upbringing
doesn’t matter. What does matter is what
you put in and are prepared to do. You
need to work hard, have options, and have
a post-retirement plan. Academic success
is very important, as coaches are looking for
players with brains. The ones that only focus
on rugby don’t last long in the professional
environment.
We thank Mils for taking the time to speak
to our student leaders and for his very
important words of wisdom.

Top: Academic Mentor for Pasifika students, Mr Tavita Stowers, greets former All Black Mils
Muliaina and Kent Hale, Players’ Manager for HALO Sports Management. Below: The Pasifika
Student Leaders and Leadership Group for the 1st XV mark this unforgettable opportunity with a
photograph to cherish.
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The Heirloom Project
W

ith so much of our lives being lived,
recorded, and catalogued online
in the 21st century, questions are
already being asked about what kind of
legacy we will leave behind, particularly
if our digital domains were to somehow,
catastrophically, fail. Exactly what kind
of artefacts will fill the museums of the
future to mark how we lived our lives?
Fortunately, there are an increasing

number of people who recognise the
importance and value of physical artefacts.
This year, a group of Year 10 Social
Scientists were tasked with exploring the
usefulness and importance of valuing
artefacts, and were given what could
prove to be a very important task. They
were asked to source a family treasure,
something of value to their family which

had been passed down through the
generations, and to research its origins,
historical context and why it had become
an artefact of significance in their family.
Their research would then be displayed in
the Study Centre, turning it into a museumfor-an-hour so that their classmates and
visiting teachers had the opportunity to
find out a little more about where they had
come from and what was of value to them.

Above: Cam Sundararaj with his grandfather’s hand-drawn map of
regional Indian towns.

Above: Luca Sweetman shows off his family’s collection of hand-knitted
toys.

Above: George Dixon and Deveshh Bali with the family clock and a
precious piece of Indian jewellery.

Above: Connor Cloete with his grandfather’s and other relatives’
collection of guns.

Above: Enjoying the down-time between presentations.

Above: Hithen Raaj shows off his family’s copy of the Bhagavad Gita, a
traditional Hindu scripture.
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Clockwise from above: Ryan Finn with his family’s Flying Cross Medal.
Sam Priest shows off the letter from Poland that his grandmother
received from a soldier in WWII that was written in reply to a letter she
had written to be distributed to a soldier. Hamdullah A Muhammed with
his family’s beautiful collection of gold jewellery. Raihan Aizam is also
displaying his family’s precious jewellery, in this case a necklace. Thomas
Burt happily shows off his family’s tea set, all the way from Sheffield,
England, and Deputy Headmaster Mr Stuart Hakeney is very impressed
with the calibre of the work on show. All of this would not be possible
without the efforts of our Teacher in Charge of History, Miss Phillipa
Grace, whose passion for this project and commitment to teaching our
students the value of these artefacts and the stories that come with them
has made it the successful learning and sharing experience it continues to
be. Kia kaha to you all.
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Out and About
MULTICULTURAL MANAAKI
CENTRE FARM VISIT

O

n Thursday the 27th of August, 18
Multicultural Manaaki Centre students,
Mrs Shah, Mr Horne and Mrs Cumming
visited the Lumsden Dairy Farm at Ohinewai.
Despite atrocious weather our learning
experiences varied between feeding calves,
milking cows, playing with the farm dogs,
and drinking ‘real milk’ straight out of the
vat. We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and
our students benefitted from learning on-site
about an aspect of New Zealand life.
Many thanks to our hosts Roger, Roanne and
Tim Lumsden and our Hamilton East Rotary
Club drivers, vans and continued sponsorship
from this service group.
By Mr Steve Horne

Above: Abbass Asghari and Ms Shah make a new friend at the Lumsden Farm. Below: The
Multicultural Manaaki Centre getting a taste of authentic farm life, complete with mud.

THE 40 HOUR FAMINE

S

tarting at 8:00pm on the 5th of June,
19 HBHS students undertook the
charity challenge known as the 40 Hour
Famine. The 40 Hour Famine is a charity
event held by the World Vision organisation
in which students of all ages band together
to raise money through various methods
by depriving themselves of furniture, food,
or technology for 40 hours. Each year the
donations go towards helping impoverished
families around the world, with Malawians
receiving this year’s funds. For many
Malawians, food, clean water, education,
and other basic needs are luxuries and
due to COVID-19, climate change and food
shortages, the situation has only worsened.
The funds raised went towards providing
gardens, clean water, and goats to many
families, all of which can be life changing for
them. The boys at HBHS joined forces with a
goal of raising $2020 dollars for Malawians,
with most choosing to give up all food for the
majority of Saturday and Sunday. They ended
up far exceeding the goal with around $2,600
raised. This is an outstanding achievement
and all participants should be incredibly
proud of themselves, knowing that this small
sacrifice has been life-changing for a family
in Malawi. I would like to thank Mrs Stoner
for organising the event this year. Hopefully,
we will see all of you and more at next year’s
event.

Below: Mrs Stoner with our 40 Hour Famine crew. From left, Hyun-Min Kim, Toby Hill, Dhusar
Chatterjee (seated), Zaqary Simmons, Eushin Kang, James Jewell and Thomas Burt.

By Toby Hill
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Cover Story
On the last Wednesday of Term 3, our
Deputy Headmaster Mr Stuart Hakeney
gave his farewell address to the Senior
School Assembly. He has kindly shared this
with us and we share it with you now.

I

have so many great memories, but in
saying goodbye to you today, I do want to
spend a few moments explaining how far
we’ve come in 25 years.
Mrs Hassall was not Headmaster in 1996,
but only three years later she did become
Headmaster, the first female headmaster of
an all boys school, and of course we’ve never
looked back.
I want to pay tribute to Mrs Hassall for her
leadership. And also to Mr Robinson, her
incredibly hard working deputy, who in
1999, with Mrs Hassall, began the task of
transforming the school into what it is today
- one of the top secondary schools in New
Zealand. As you know Mr Robinson passed
away here at school in 2017, but his legacy
lives on as we try to uphold the vision that
he and Mrs Hassall had all those years ago.
They were joined by Mr Hotham and Mr
Kirkham and a formidable team was created.
I’ve played my small part as a member of the
Executive, and it’s been an honour working
with these people. Of course, Mr Power has
also joined the team in recent years, and
what a fantastic addition to the team he has
been.
The teachers have been instrumental in
crafting this school of excellence. They have
worked tirelessly to raise the bar for the
school.
How has that been done?
In the classroom - teachers have given their
all to make sure our academic achievement
places us amongst the very best in New
Zealand. Scholarship, NCEA and Cambridge
success is now the norm.
In the co-curricular side of the school your
teachers have devoted countless hours to
you all. In the last ten years alone we’ve
won National titles in rugby, football, rowing,
cricket and hockey. That’s the stuff of
dreams for most schools. But what about
the scores of other codes and clubs that we
gain national honours in? There’s too many
to mention.

The many faces of Mr Hakeney. Above left: With son Rawiri at the 2016 Māori & Pasifika Awards
Evening. Above right: Leading a singing assembly. Below left: Tackling Sebastien Vanneste in the
annual Staff vs Prefects Football Match. Below right: Leading the Staff band to victory in the Staff vs
Prefects Singing Competition.

Our Music and Performing Arts are
exceptional, and again it’s the passion and
commitment of your teachers that have given
you the chance to shine. The recent Talent
Showcase that was live streamed really
brought it home to me just how talented
our school is. The Kapa Haka, Rock Bands,
Orchestra and Jazz Band are at another level
compared with when I started. Mr Botting
and his team are amazing.
And we’ve raised the bar in terms of our
personal standards. That’s been because
you’ve been prepared to buy into a culture
of excellence and pride. The way you treat
the staff and each other with courtesy
and respect. The way you maintain high
standards of personal presentation and the
pride you have in your school.
So in saying goodbye today, I want to
honour you, the student leaders of this great
school. Your pride in the crest, your sense
of brotherhood and love for the school is
what will keep it strong in the future and
will ensure its continued success as you
strive to be better than before. A special
congratulations to the Year 13s, who have
endured a difficult and challenging last year
at school, but I know you have the resilience

to push through and still reach your goals
against all odds.
It’s nearly time for you Year 13s to pass the
baton on to the Year 12s, so that they push
the school on to even greater heights in
2021. Remember that all of you are what
makes this school great. It’s what you do as
individuals and as a team that makes us the
envy of other schools. As Mr Kuggeleijn likes
to remind us, the strength of the pack is the
wolf, and they strength of the wolf is the
pack.
I’ll be going to a much smaller school in
Hastings. It’s a school of only 500 boys
from Year 7 to Year 13, so that will be very
different. I can only hope that I am blessed
with students as capable, strong and loyal as
you boys, and that I can inspire them to care
for and love their school, as I know you all
do. Thank you very much and I wish you all
the best for your futures.
To view the incredible haka that the Year
13 Class of 2020 performed to honour Mr
Hakeney at the end of this Assembly, head
to our school Facebook page, or to the
school website: hbhs.school.nz/latest news.
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Winter Tournament Week 2020
Winter Tournament Week 2020, like so
many things this year, had a decidedly
different look and feel to it. With all
National Tournaments scrapped courtesy of
COVID-19, our elite Senior and Junior Sports
teams participated in a series of Super 8 and
Regional Tournaments held in the various
Super 8 schools. We check out how they
fared in their various codes.

T

he Senior Premier Basketball team
crossed the Kaimais and headed to the
QE2 Stadium and Tauranga Boys’ College to
contest the Super 8 title. They began their
title quest, unfortunately, with a 71 - 55 loss
to New Plymouth, but bounced back to take
out Hastings 66 - 55. It was the same pattern
on Tuesday, beginning with a narrow 66 - 62
loss to Napier, which appeared to sting the
team into action, as they then crushed a
hapless Gisborne 109 - 43 in the play-off for
5th to 8th. On Wednesday they finished their
tournament with an 81 - 74 win in the playoff for 5th and 6th against Palmerston North,
to finish 5th overall.

O

ur Junior Premier Basketball team (see
above left) had to travel all the way to
Gym 1 for their Super 8 Tournament and
they absolutely made the most of home
court advantage with a first up win over New
Plymouth 74 - 71. They followed this up
with a 70 - 62 loss to finish the day on equal
footing with all of the teams on a win and
loss apiece. Friday was a much better day,
with an 81 - 36 demolition of Napier followed
by a very tight semi-final win over Rotorua,
85 - 83. This put them into Saturday’s final
where they faced Hastings once again with,
unfortunately, the same result, going down
104 - 63 to finish as worthy runners-up.

T

he 1st XI Football team headed to Rotorua
for their Super 8 competition and began
with a 1 - 1 draw against the host side. They
ended the first day with a 5 - 0 thumping
of Hastings, and rounded out pool play
on Tuesday with a 0 - 0 draw with New
Plymouth. The big result was their 2 - 1
upset win over favourites Tauranga Boys’
College in the semi-final which once again
saw the team face New Plymouth in the
final. HBHS took an early lead and held
it for much of the match, only for New
Plymouth to equalise in the last few minutes,
and then take the 2 - 1 win in extra time.
Congratulations to our team on finishing in
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2nd place.

O

ur Junior Football team made the long
hike south to Palmerston North, and
began their campaign with two solid wins
over Rotorua, 5 - 0, and Hastings, 1 - 0.
Thursday saw them take on New Plymouth
and win in a tight 1 - 0 affair, which they
followed with a more comfortable 3 - 0
win over Palmerston North. The final on
Friday saw them go into their match against
Tauranga Boys’ having scored 10 goals
and conceded none, but previous form
counts for nothing in a final, and our team
went down in an agonisingly close match
3 - 2. Congratulations on a strong overall
performance.

T

he Tauranga Hockey Centre, Blake Park
and Tauranga Boys’ College played host
to our 1st XI Hockey team, and they made
an impressive start, with a 5 - 0 drubbing of
Rotorua. Things started to slide away on the
Monday, with a 1 - 1 draw against Hastings,
followed by a 3 - 1 loss to Palmerston North
on Tuesday. This put the team into the playoff for 5th to 8th and they responded by

annihilating Gisborne 8 - 0, only to then lose
3 - 1 to Napier in the play-off for 5th and 6th,
leaving them 6th overall.

T

he Badminton team followed our Under
15A Rugby team out east, in this instance
to Napier, and began on Monday with a 4 - 2
win over Tauranga and a 6 - 0 win over the
Palmerston North Number 2 team. The 6 - 0
wins continued on Tuesday, with the team
taking out Gisborne, and then winning on
points after the scores were tied 3 - 3 against
Napier. Unfortunately they were then on the
receiving end of a 6 - 0 drubbing courtesy of
the Number 1 Palmerston North side, but
they picked themselves up to see off Hastings
6 - 0 to round out Tuesday competition.
Their final competition match on Wednesday,
a 6 - 0 win over New Plymouth, was enough
to have them finish in 2nd place overall, and
we congratulate them on their efforts.
We would like to say a special thank you to
all of our coaches and parents on supporting
our teams during these challenging and
unprecedented times. Your efforts and
sacrifices have been very much appreciated.

www.hbhs.school.nz

WAIKATO MATCH PLAY GOLF
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020

I

t has been an absolute pleasure to take 13
of our HBHS golfers to the 2020 Waikato
Match Play Championships. A huge
thank you must go to Waikato Golf and the
Ngaruawahia Golf Course for making the
tournament possible. Jakob Bird (Year 11)
extended his lead in deciding the Senior
Golf Champion for 2020 with a 75 in the first
round and as the only HBHS golfer to make
it into Division 1. He went on to finish 5th,
losing his first game but then winning both
of his final games. Anthony East (Year 13)
proved too strong and won Division 2 and
Sam McArthur (Year 13) went on to win
Division 3. The highlight for me as Teacher
in Charge of Golf was watching the two
Year 9 Hostel boys play out of their skins to
show the senior leavers how it’s done and
demonstrating that HBHS Golf is in very
good hands. Well done, Jakob Arthur and
Ricci Putohe, on a solid two days of golf.
Ricci was even able to beat me off the stick
which could see my job up for grabs moving
into 2021! To all the Dads out there, take
your sons out for a hit as it is an excellent
sport to get involved in and there are
plenty of opportunities at HBHS. Thank you,
students for a fun two days. I’m so proud
to be associated will you all as you conduct
yourself so well on the Golf course.

which could have gone any way, we held
them to a draw.
Our final game was against the home side,
and again in a well-contested game, New
Plymouth came out winners, but the HBHS
team played some exceptional hockey and
proved they are a team to reckon with.
The competition overall was a great
opportunity for our athletes to compete in,
and their behaviour and attitude on and off

the field was exemplary.
Aidan Ruffell was named the Most Valuable
Player of the team.
Our sincere thanks to Laurence Jewell and
Mel Ruffell for their commitment and care of
the boys in coaching and managing the team.
By Mrs Naaz Shah
Teacher in Charge for the Competition

By Mr Brendon Cooley
Teacher in Charge of Golf

UNDER 15 SUPER 8 HOCKEY
TOURNAMENT 2020

T

he Junior Super 8 competition was held
in New Plymouth from the 2nd to the 5th of
September, 2020.
With 6 teams contesting for the top prize,
the boys played 5 games in 3 days with some
very tough and talented teams from the
other Super 8 schools. The team was cocaptained by James Jewell and Brylie Adams.
The first game against Tauranga was fiercely
contested and it went in favour of our
opponents.
However, with good wins over the New
Plymouth Development team and Napier, we
met a very strong Palmerston North team in
the next outing.
Our boys played some amazing hockey and in
a very tight match against Palmerston North,
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Under 15A Rugby
athletic opposition. Through their pressure
and willingness to run the ball from deep in
their half, we missed too many tackles and
found ourselves down on the scoreboard
by 5 - 24 with five minutes still to go before
halftime. Some teams may have crumbled
under the pressure, but this 2020 HBHS
Under 15 rugby team stuck together and
through some hard work by our forward pack
and then some incredible individual brilliance
from Ollie Mathis, we scored two quick tries
and went into halftime with the momentum
and only down 17 - 24.

Above: Our (nearly) champion Under 15A Rugby team enjoy the glorious Hawke’s Bay weather.

T

his year the annual Under 15 Rugby
National Tournament was postponed
because of the challenges with COVID-19
and the Alert Levels in place. Thankfully we
were able to attend the first Super 8 Under
15 Rugby Tournament hosted by Hastings
Boys’ High School from the 30th of August to
the 2nd of September in the sunny Hawke’s
Bay.
The tournament was split into two pools of
four with the winner of each pool to play off
in the final. Our first game in pool play was
against Gisborne. The conditions for running
rugby were ideal with the sun out and the
fields hard and fast. It did not take us long to
break down the opposition and then sustain
the pressure through the whole game, taking
a 29 - 0 halftime lead and then extending it to
60 - 0 at full-time. Ollie Mathis, CJ Kaua and
Jahmal Enright all scored two tries each, with
Liam Davis scoring a try as well as kicking five
conversions in a super team effort.
The second game in pool play was against
Palmerston North, who were also coming
off a good win in their first game. In a much
tighter contest the team showed some great
fight and determination. Some wonderful
individual attacking efforts by Caelys-Paul
Putoko, Liam Anderson and Inga Kokohu
were overshadowed by even better defensive
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The second half was an incredible struggle,
with both teams giving everything they had.
Jahmal Enright scored his second try of the
game and we now trailed by 22 - 24 with 10
minutes remaining. However, despite a great
second half performance which included
multiple long range breakouts by Caelys-Paul
Putoko, we were unable to finish off the
chances that we created and finished the
game two points behind 22 - 24.

efforts by Mac Russ and Raharuhi Palmer.
The resilience and intensity led to a 17 - 5
halftime lead which increased to a 29 - 5
full time score. The highlight of the second
half was a great team try where the ball
was passed through 7 or 8 different players’
hands over 80 metres before the try was
scored by Curtis Saxon.

We wish to thank our team sponsor
Mobicomm for their fantastic support and
the following individual t-shirt sponsors.
Without their assistance we would not have
been able to attend.

Our final game in pool play was against our
closest Super 8 rival, Tauranga. The winner
of this game would win the pool and move
through into the final. In an incredible start
to the game, the team patiently executed
our game plan and Jahmal Enright scored
the first of his three tries in the corner.
Unfortunately, that was the best part of a
very disappointing first half. With a slim
10 - 0 halftime lead, Mr Miller was left with
no option but to get his “grumpy voice”
out during the halftime break. Mr Katene
was able to clarify what needed to change,
and for the first 10 minutes of the second
half we blew the opposition off the park.
Kyan Trebes, Zion Wipaki McLarin and Ollie
Mathis all scored tries to take us to a 27 - 0
full time score and a place in the final.

Mobicomm, Bridgestone Kaikohe, Boros
Property Plumbing and Gas, Avalon Tyre
& Suspension, Cutthroat Brothers Te
Awamutu, TMB Cladding Services Ltd,
Franklin Outdoor Living, Payne Farming,
NZTS Link, VISIX Co Ltd, Classic Builders,
Hamilton Cylinder Head & Engine
Reconditioners, Pukeko Transport, Top
Notch Calves, Waimai Romney, The Stewies,
The Grandies, Millridge Farms, Rural
Maintenance Services, Team Drainage Ltd
Whangaparaoa, Auto Colours - Car Painters,
G Hale Logging, Koro & Nan, Fire N Ice,
Boss Mouthguards, Regional Transport,
AJ’s Takeaways, Scott Family Trust, Petero
Plumbing Ltd, White Brothers, Hamilton
Old Boys Guzzlers, Anderson Construction,
Laser Fast Truck Wheel Alignment Ltd,
Roar’n Boars Hawkes Bay, and Central Kids
Garaway Whakatane.

The final was against host school Hastings.
After we performed a rousing haka, our start
couldn’t have been any worse! We were
put under pressure by a very well drilled and

The HBHS Under 15A Rugby Team would like
to thank their sponsors:

By Mr Todd Miller
Under 15A Coach
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Under 14A Rugby
UNDER 14 RUGBY TEAM WIN
SUPER 8 TITLE!

P

almerston North proved to be a very
happy hunting ground for our Under
14A Rugby team, and it is safe to say
that no team got anywhere near them in
their campaign. They began on Monday with
a 31 - 12 win over Gisborne, with Man of
the Match, captain Hiraka Waitai-Haenga,
leading from the front and scoring three
tries. The team finished the day with what
ended up being their closest result, a 36 - 20
win over Palmerston North. Flanker Josh
Reihana was the Man of the Match with
a strong work rate around the park. On
Tuesday they crushed Tauranga 57 - 7 to put
themselves into the final against Rotorua
Boys’ High School. Man of the Match against
Tauranga was winger Taj Awhitu who scored
three tries in the team’s biggest win. The
final saw the team in superb form in what
were horrendously wet conditions. This,
like all of their matches was a no-contest,
with our team taking out the Super 8 title for
the second year running with a triumphant
37 - 15 win. Man of the Match in the final
was centre Ngati Kahungunu Manihera
who scored three tries, and who was also
named Tournament Most Valuable Player for
outstanding performances in every match.

Humberstone, Crossfit Rotorua, Ngaa Taiohi
O Te Rangitaupi, Manihera, Manihera-Mark
Whanau, Bruns Family, Harrison Whanau,
Whiu Marshall Whanau, Stirling Sports
Bayfair, Nicholson, Ngaruhe, OTC Timber
Otorohanga, Good Guys Hire, R & I Drainage
LTD, That Curry Place Whitianga, Dyer
Construction, Smitty’s, Coast Cutters, Harper
Family, Long Term Car Hire, Matt & Rachael

Seavill, Cambridge Real Estate (REAA 2008),
Bates Whanau, Wood Solutions Joinery
Dunedin, Watea LTD, Bates Whanau, End Of
An Era Paying It Forward, VTC Contracting
LTD, 4 & Rotary Promotions LTD, S.J
McCarthy Construction LTD, Pipe-Scape
NZ LTD, Wickers Farms, Alchemy Health,
Counties Commercial Centre.
Kia kaha to you all!

Above: Tournament MVP Ngati Kahungunu Manihera makes a break for the try line. Below: Carlos
Hurtado proves tough to stop, with Keaton Reti in support. Bottom: Our champion team!

The team would like to thank all of the
parents for their support of the team in this
difficult time and for their respect of the
COVID-19 Level 2 rules which meant they
had to keep their distance. We would like
to thank principal tournament sponsors,
Rooftech LTD, and Glen and Andrea Brydon
for their generosity and support. Finally, a
huge thank you to Mr McKenzie and Mr
Quigley for their outstanding support and
efforts in supporting the boys off the field, so
they could do what they did so well on the
field.
By Mr Cameron Moorby
Under 14A Rugby Coach
The HBHS Under 14A Rugby Team would like
to thank their sponsors:
Lake Point Motel, Awhitu Whanau, Bayliss
Family, Coleman, Far North Roading,
Northern Livestock, Blithe Concrete, Inex
Brothers, Demi & Dylan, Atu Moli, Nock
Whanau, T3 Clothing, Kiwi Staff, Ruth & Bill
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Our International Students
In our regular feature we catch up with
members of our International Student
Community to find out what it’s like to see
HBHS life through the eyes of someone from
another country. This term we spoke with
Xinhao Hang and Simon Xu, two Year 13
students from China who will be staying on
in New Zealand next year for their tertiary
studies.

I

f ever there was a tough year to be an
International student, it’s this one. Not
only have they had to contend with online
learning in a foreign country in a second (or
third) language, but they have been unable
to return home during the holidays for
some much needed family time. However,
as we found out when we caught up with
Xinhao and Simon, they have absolutely
Above: Xinhao, left, and Simon, right, soak up some early spring sunshine outside the International
made the most of their time here, and are
Students classrooms in S Block.
happily preparing for a life beyond secondary
school in New Zealand universities next
and Simon, unsurprisingly, naming I.T. as his
country. Xinhao was full of praise for New
year. Xinhao, who hails from Hainan Island,
favourite. Both are very much enjoying the
Zealanders and how kind and friendly we are.
the southernmost, and smallest, province in
more relaxed school schedule at HBHS, when
New Zealanders are always smiling, and that
China, is heading south to Massey University,
compared to China, and have participated
is very different to China.
where he intends to study Construction
in badminton and table tennis in their time
and Management. However, when we
here, with Xinhao keen to try his hand at
As we always do, we ask the boys if there
say small, we are talking about an island
rugby at some point. As only children they
is anything they would like to say to HBHS
with a population of 8 million! Simon is
have enjoyed having a homestay brother
students to help International students settle
from China’s northeast, and calls the city
each, with both boys now living with Chinese
in. Their advice is worth reading. Xinhao
of Nanjing, with a population of nearly 9
families in Hamilton. They are very happy
said that as a Year 10 student, he sometimes
million, home. He is staying in Hamilton
with their arrangements, as it means they
felt invisible, and as a shy newcomer he felt
and will be studying Software Engineering at
get to experience such a crucial cultural
like there was a barrier between himself
Waikato University.
connection with home, and that is through
and his fellow classmates. If HBHS students
food. This has been a challenging year for
would reach out, it would make life so much
Both students have been here since 2017,
both boys, and, as we all did, they struggled
easier. Simon’s advice concerns subject
and heard of HBHS via its reputation
with online learning. We were all very much
choices, and he wanted to tell students to
internationally as a good school with strong
in agreement that face to face is best! Simon pick subjects that they love, especially when
sports teams. School in China is a very
is looking at doing summer school in the
it comes to University.
different experience, with days starting at
upcoming Christmas break, and Xinhao is
7am and going through until 6pm, and all
going to try and find a part time job. He
We thank Xinhao and Simon for sharing what
subjects are compulsory, with no student
has been lucky enough to visit the South
2020 has been like for them, and we wish
choice. Both boys have loved being able to
Island before everything shut down, but
them every success in all of their endeavours
choose their subjects, and they have their
Simon has only been as far as Auckland, so is
this year and next year as they continue their
favourites, with Xinhao choosing Chemistry,
looking forward to seeing more of the
lives in New Zealand.
(Sports results overflow from page 15)

HBHS REIGNS SUPREME
AT WAIKATO SECONDARY
SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS

O

ur Badminton team swept all before
them in the Waikato Secondary Schools
Competition this term, taking out the
Division 1 and 2 competitions, with HBHS
finishing in 4 places out of 6.

O

ur Table Tennis Team was similarly
dominant in their Waikato Competition,
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with the Premier team of Fraser Liao, Chris
He, and Lou Dai beating St Paul’s Collegiate
Black team 5 - 4 to win the A grade. Fraser
and Lou also battled it out in the Individual
Competition, with Lou eventually prevailing.
In the play-offs from 3rd all the way to 10th,
it was all HBHS, with a lone Hillcrest team
breaking the streak, finishing in 5th place.

T

he Rock Climbing team finished their
competition as champions, winning Top
Overall School, Best Boys’ School, and Best
Hamilton School. Oliver Shanks (Year 12)

was crowned Senior Champion, and Ethan
Carmichael (Year 9) took out the Junior title.

F

inally, in late breaking news, our 1st XI
Hockey team beat St Paul’s Collegiate in
the final of the Waikato Championships,
3 - 2. Thomas Marchant, Gus Nelson and
Sam Boros were the goal scorers for HBHS,
and in his after-match speech, captain Myles
Landon thanked coaches Mr Stephen Smith,
Mr Charlton Thompson and Mr Timothy
Neild, and Manager Mrs Robyn Wells.
Congratulations to all of these teams.

www.hbhs.school.nz

The Photography Club
O

n Tuesday at lunchtime a group of
boys meet to talk about photography
in E1. We use a range of photographic
techniques and try and get outside and
take photos. This term we have created a
photography display board upstairs in A Block
to give people an idea of what we do in the
club. It has been encouraging to see boys
improve their photography and to follow
through and print this work for others to
enjoy. Photography is a great hobby as it
mixes getting out and about and challenging
yourself with getting photos and then using
technical methods to process these photos
using computers.
By Mr Philip Coyle
Photos: Kyle Barker and Levi Pruden
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Creative Writing
We hope you enjoy these pieces of writing
completed in our English Faculty classes by
our Level 1 and 2 students this year.

where there are no fights
and no hate

A Place to Prosper by Mrs Weston’s Year 12
NCEA Level 2 class
Based on Devon Webb’s poem “I Want To
Live”

I want to live in a world
where racial equality is the norm
so my skin colour
and your skin colour
are equally valued

I want to live in a world where
people who need help are provided
with the assistance they need

I want to live in a world
where nobody has to live in poverty
or sleep on the streets

I want to live in a world
where teenagers can get support
not only when they’re happy
but when they are sad too.

I want to live in a world
where the voice
is the strongest weapon.

I want to live in a country
where mental health is not an issue
for teenagers or
for adults

The Boy
A piece of Level 1 Creative Writing

I want to live in a world
where people aren’t scared to talk
about mental health
about their feelings
about their thoughts
I want to live in a world
where people always have positive thoughts
and I can walk down any street
without being afraid of judgement
I want to live in a world
where nobody gets to a point
where they feel it all has to end.
I want to live in a world
where crime rates are low
and people,
and their belongings,
are safe wherever they are
I want to live in a world
where I can go to school without
the fear of being shot,
where I can go to a public event without
the fear of a bomb exploding
I want to live in a world
where violence doesn’t exist,
where gangs don’t exist,
where kids aren’t pressured
to perpetuate the past
I want to live in a world
where no one gets hurt by others
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His cream tunic ruffled in the breeze, tugging
at the wooden belt around his waist. An
umbrella of flora spread overhead, protecting
the young boy from the worst of Apollo’s
power. “Never look straight at Apollo’s
chariot”, Pater had taught him “it will hurt
your eyes”. Only a small shaft of light found
the boy’s face, softly illuminating his dark
eyes and large nose. The Tiber softly flowed
past him. He drew figures in the damp sand,
stories from myth and legend that Pater had
taught him. As the boy’s fingertips danced
over the sand, images began to take shape.
Hercules fought the hydra, his long hair
whipping around as he ducked and wove
along the riverbank, gladius in one hand and
a torch in the other. Theseus crept through
the labyrinth of Daedalus with Ariadne’s
string, wary of the monstrous thing lurking
in the shadows at its core, stepping over
the bleached bones of those who had gone
before him, watching out for the traps and
turns that attempted to ensnare him. Every
splash of water presented the boy with a
blank canvas. He loved the riverbank. Pater
allowed him to play by the water every day
as long as he was careful. All young boys had
to be careful, or else they would end up in
places like the Ludus Magnus.
The boy shuddered at the thought. He had
been to a gladiator fight only once. He
remembered the bustling of crowds and the
cracked stone used to construct the arena.
The warriors were kitted in almost nothing,
exposing their toned, bronzed bodies as a
display of masculinity. “Look, Marcus, look!”

Pater had called. The boy remembered the
cheers. Most importantly, he remembered
the blood. Gladiators were forced to fight
one another, and animals were not spared.
Human blood soaked the sandy floor of the
arena, and the sad heads of once majestic
beasts littered the outskirts by the cages. ‘I
will not go there’, Marcus thought with a
shudder. He sat by the tree and watched
the Tiber flow. The heat and quiet of the
afternoon turned the boys’ eyelids to lead.
He clambered over the base of the laurel
tree and found his favourite spot. Two roots
were exposed from the ground, and as they
lengthened they crossed over, forming a
V shape. Marcus slept there often - it was
shaded and comfortable. The small boy
pulled himself in between the roots, shifting
himself several times to avoid the knots and
sharp splinters in the wood. Marcus dozed
off.
A sharp jolt awoke him. Marcus opened his
eyes, but It seemed as though they weren’t
working. The pungent odour of dirt and
filth stung his nostrils, and that’s when
he realised his head had been wrapped in
some sort of dirty gauze, and his legs were
bound with a thick rope. The next thing that
grabbed Marcus’s attention were the bumps
and turns he experienced every so often. If
he focused, he could hear the laughs and
cries of the emptors and the wheels of a
wagon grinding against something rough
and hard - the stone road, not just any
stone road. The main road of Fidenae was a
well-used road by traders and merchants as
it passed directly through both main gates
of the village. They could stop by the way
and sell their goods to passersby. Marcus’s
stomach tossed and turned as it had in the
arena that day. He was being kidnapped.
The young boy scraped at the wagon sides
like an animal. He kicked and fought until
his hands were bloody and his legs stung
from the friction of the ropes against his
delicate skin. “Pater” he screamed through
the gauze. He could feel the road becoming
patchy beneath the chariot wheels. Marcus
already knew his fate. He would be sold as
a gladiator, trained to kill. He would forget
his father, and he would be executed at the
hands of another.
Marcus wept as the wagon lurched southwest towards Rome.
By Dylan Brown
1012

www.hbhs.school.nz

Results Round Up
HBHS GOLF TEAM GIVE UP
IEREMIA TROPHY

T

he school golf team finally got back out
on the course in August after a COVID-19
break that stretched back to March.
We played our annual St Peter’s School
Golf exchange to compete for the Ieremia
Trophy named after Denzel Ieremia who has
turned professional after attending HBHS
and being coached at St Peter’s. St Peter’s
School Cambridge dominated and reclaimed
the trophy and have a strong side heading
into the New Zealand Secondary School Golf
Nationals next week at Ngaruawahia Golf
Course. Today’s event was a chance for our
top five golfers to play for a spot in the three
person team for Nationals. Golf Captain
Oliver Leen (Year 13) was the best with a 78
followed closely by our current leader in the
race to become Senior Champion in 2020,
Jakob Bird (Year 11), with a 79. The third
spot was taken by Anthony East (Year 13)
who struggled with the windy, wet and pretty
average greens, but held on by one shot.
The photo shows the two teams that will
be representing the Waikato District in the
Nationals next week. From left to right Jakob Bird, Anthony East, and Oliver Leen.
By Mr Brendon Cooley
Teacher in Charge of Golf

HBHS CLAY TARGET SHOOTING
TEAM MAKE HISTORY

T

he HBHS Clay Target teams attended the
Tauranga Provincial Circuit competition
yesterday along with 15 other school
teams. The team represented the school
well and set a new team record in shooting,
winning their 4th provincial event this year,
beating a previous HBHS best-season record
of 3 events and remaining unbeaten in the
circuit thus far. The team won both team
events for the day, taking out the Tauranga
Aggregate Trophy for the overall total
combined scores which HBHS has never won.
They also won the Teams Point Score Trophy

Above: Our Chess Power Medallists. From left to right: Lasen Silva, Michael Lin, Daniel Loy,
Nathanael Loy, and Udula Bandara. Kia kaha, boys, and best wishes for the National Tournament.

which they have come close to on two
previous occasions having been the runners
up in 2019 and 2018. This trophy hasn’t
been won by HBHS since 2010, breaking an
ten-year drought. Team Captain Andrew
Wilson (Year 13) won the individual event for
the day after having to shoot an additional
88 target before his opponent missed their
target in a nail-biting sudden-death single
barrel shoot off. Jed Pirrit (Year 13) won
the Senior Category event and Jack Godden
(Year 10) was second in the Junior category.
The teams are looking forward to the South
Island and New Zealand Championships at
the end of the month and the North Island
and Super 8 competition in the October
holidays.
By Mr Scott Wilson

Jarren Xin)
Individual Speaker awards: Weiyi Jiang
(winner of the best Novice Speaker trophy),
Angus Lang (2nd), Cam Sundararaj (3rd), Wyatt
Winke (4th), Ryan Bosch (4th), Thomas Ter
Beek (4th).
Results of the Senior Competition:
Nine senior teams entered the preliminary
rounds.
Three HBHS teams made the semi-finals,
two in the Premier grade and one in the
Open grade.
Senior Open Cup winners: HBHS Orange
(Anton Slomp, Campbell Wood, Hitesh
Malhotra, Jovan Xin, and Levi Pruden)
Senior Premier Runner up: HBHS Grey (Travis
Palmer, Logan Palmer, Robert Hoskins, and
Tebjian Kalarathan)
Individual Speaker awards: Logan Palmer
(2nd) Eushin Kang (3rd), Levi Pruden (5th).

WAIKATO SCHOOLS DEBATING
COMPETITION

By Ms Melissa Young

H

HBHS CHESS TEAM TAKE OUT
REGIONAL CHESS POWER
TOURNAMENT

aving only one round of debating before
lockdown disrupted our competition we
resumed in August with one full day of
preliminary rounds before semi-finals and
finals.
We know our students can argue and assert
their viewpoints, as shown by our results.
Results of the Junior Competition:
Five junior teams entered the preliminary
rounds.
Two Year 10 teams made the Junior semifinals, and one Year 9 team went straight into
the Novice finals.
Junior Cup winners: HBHS 1 (Cam Sundararaj,
Josef Gilgren, Hamish McKelvie, and Thomas
Ter Beek)
Junior Novice Cup winners: HBHS 5 (Weiyi
Jiang, Ishaan Singh, Andrew Kang, and

O

n Monday the 31st of August, our Chess
players got their first opportunity to play
in an over-the-board tournament since
before lockdown. HBHS entered 10 students
in the Regional Chess Power Championship
played in Te Kuiti. Our boys did very well
finishing in the top 10 places in the 40 player
event. Particular congratulations to Daniel
Loy, Michael Lin, Nathanael Loy, Udula
Bandara and Lasen Silva who all scored
100%. Daniel was declared the tournament
winner, based on a tie-break system.
By Mr Graham Nolan
Teacher in Charge of Chess
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H.E.A.R.T. Initiative
2

020 marked the third year of the HBHS
student driven mental health and
diversity group. This year, we underwent
a re-brand of sorts, beginning the new
H.E.A.R.T. Initiative of HBHS, partnering with
Sticks’n’Stones NZ. The H.E.A.R.T. acronym
stands for Health, Empathy, Acceptance,
Respect and Tolerance, which are the five key
values around which our initiative is based.
Our goal in H.E.A.R.T. is to promote the
unity, diversity and wellbeing of our students
here at HBHS. To begin the year, many
of our initiative members attended the
Sticks’n’Stones activation day at Ngaruawahia
High School, where we partnered with
various other Waikato schools. After this
day, we began our work for the year, which
was directly aimed at encouraging diversity
and highlighting the existing wellbeing
and diversity systems already in place.
Throughout the year, we ran fund-raisers
for the NZ Mental Health Foundation, which
supports wellbeing and diversity throughout
Aotearoa. Our first of two fund-raisers was a
bake sale. This bake sale was held in Term 2.
More recently, late in Term 3 was the HBHS
Diversity Week, celebrating our extremely
diverse school. The H.E.A.R.T. Initiative
created and sold orange ribbons, which we
encouraged students and teachers to wear
as a sign of support for our diverse students.
Again, the proceeds of the ribbon sales were
donated to the NZMHF.

We hope to continue our work promoting
wellbeing and diversity in the coming years,
and encourage any younger students to
partner with us to help achieve our goal. The
initiative is ultimately student led, and so we
rely on new students showing passion to
support others in our school. We thank the

teachers who have supported us throughout
the year, namely Miss Kim Van der Toorn,
Mrs Kate Bower, Mr Barney Killian and Ms
Jayme Wearn, who have helped guide us this
year.
By Timothy Evans

Above: Timothy Evans, T.C. Koroheke Satele, and Matthew Lee get Diversity Week off to a great start
with the orange ribbon sale. Below: The H.E.A.R.T. Bake Sale does a roaring trade at lunch time in
Term 2 with a wonderful selection of delicious sweet treats.

Our longer running initiatives include the
Rainbow Room, social media platforms
and the proposed inclusion policy. The
Rainbow Room operates as a safe space for
the LGBTQ+ individuals at school and aims
to provide community for them, especially
when they may feel alienated from other
circles at school. As well as this, over the
COVID-19 lockdown, we began our Facebook
and Instagram pages, where we post
information about wellbeing for students and
upcoming events run within the school. This
developed from a need for community when
students were stuck at home and provided
resources for maintaining wellbeing while
at home. Finally, our recently proposed
inclusion policy aims to change how the
school acts towards diverse individuals. The
policy includes amendments to uniform and
curriculum which would help all our students
understand diversity and express themselves
more freely.
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